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, / / 
OAT] [1292/71 We ought I think to take this opportunity of 
Faising the whole question of requisitioned 
References. properties with the Colonial Office. Nr. Higham's 
| letter within is not entirely satisfactory and we 
cannot allow the Government of Palestine or the 
Army to abandon the requisitioned buildings when 
they have no further use for them in the course of 
their withdrawal. it is of interest to the Foreign 
68647 Office that, so far as poSsible, the buildings 
should be given back to their owners in advance 
of our final withdrawal in as good order as possible. 
(Print.) The owners should acknowledge receipt of the 
property and, if they have any claims for 
Gilapidation, etc., make them then. 


-aduasafay 


If we do not adopt this procedure this 
(How disposed of.) Department will be dogged by claims, and justified 
Claims, in respect of this property. 


I submit a draft letter 
to dkituniinghbameg® the Colonial Office. 


It WAL 


JeGS BEITH, 


20th January, 1948. 
SP day, 2! 
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if “4 Gdolonial Office, 
/ fo The Church House, _— 
' Great Smith Street, 


20 JAN 1948 J 
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SeW.l. 


/. January, 1948. 


Please refer to Baxter's letter to Trafford Smith, 


No. E 6971/1293/31 of 11th August about the 
requisitioning of religious property in Palestine. 


We approached the High Commissioner about the 
representations made in the Apostolic Delegate's letter 
of the 30th June, and he replied to the effect that 
two of the buildings concerned, namely the Franciscan 
and the Salesian Monasteries of Nazareth, had already 
been released, and that further consideration would be 
given to the release of others, although there was 
little prospect of either the Army or the Government 
being able to give up many in the near future. He 
reiterated the wellknown fact that suitable premises 
for offices, or for billeting troops and police are 
very scarce, and that these ecclesiastical properties 
are not only frequently the most serviceable kind of 
buildings, but also frequently the only ones available 
for such purposes. 


At the time of receiving the High Commissioner's 
comments we felt we should like some further details 
about individual buildings, before replying to 
Baxter's letter. We, therefore, made a second 
approach to the High Commissioner for more information. 
We have, however, had no reply to date, and in view 
of a specific request from the Palestine Administration 
only to refer to them, at present, matters of major 


importance, we do not feel able to press for an answer. 
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AS you are aware the difficulties under which 
Government are labouring have greatly increased 
during the past weeks, and whole Departments have 
been virtually paralysed owing to the defection 
of Palestinian staff. 


I think you will agree that it is most unlikely 
that these buildings will be able to be released 
before our military and administrative staffs are 
withdrawn from the districts in which they stand. 
With the termination of the mandate in sight, therefore, 
we trust that the Apostolic Delegate will agree to 
let the matter stand as it is for the present. 


LHD. 


(JD. Higham) Bare ee 
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Colonial Office. 
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would you please refer to Highens 
letter to Beeley no. \76395 of January 15th 
about the requisitioning of religious property 
in Palestine and correspondence about 
requisitioned French schools ending with 
Lloyd's letter to Harvey of October 23rd. 
#@ are greatly concerned at the 
prospect that the requisitioned properties 
ight Simply be abandoned in the course of 
our withdrawal fron Palestine, whether by 
the army or by the civil administration. 
It imay well be that the Governinent of Palestine 
are waking the necessary arrangements 
to hand these properties back to their 
owners aS soon as they Reese become available 
as our people inmove out. we shoujd, however, 
like you to confirm this urgently in view 
of the fact that, according to Lloyd's letter 
under reference, 42 religious and educational 
institutions ure still occupied by the «military 
authorities in Palestine. | 
d@ think this is an imoortant point, 
both on grounds of equity and interest. 
we Should really loox very bad if, having made 
use of these properties for our own purposes 
for & number of :rears, we made no attempt in 
withdrawing to give the owners an Opportunity 
to tace them over and loék after them them- 
Selves during the chaotic conditions which will 
probably exist. moreover, if we do not hand 
the properties back and receive formal 
acknowledgment of their return we shall lay 


ourselves open to claims by the owners which 
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Hols w Palewhe - ~ 
would be difficult to dispute. I should be 


grateful if, in spite of the strain under 
which the Administration are working, you 
could ensure that either they or the army 
take the necessary steps for the raturs of 
these properties as soon as they are vacated, 


I am sending a copy of this letter to |(Copy to Colonel 
Charté@s&, N.0.4. ) 


Chartev@s at the Jar Office. 


20th Januar L ° 
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would you please refer to your letter to Beeley 
Now 76395 of 15th January ahout the requisitioning of 
religious property in Palestine and correspoudenuce about 
requisitioned French schools endi.ug with Lloyd's letter 
to Harvey of 23rd vVctober. 
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w@ are greatly concerned at the prospect that the 
requisitioned properties might simply be abandoned in 
the course of our withdrawal froai. Palestine, whether by 
the Army or by tne civil Administrations It may sell 
be tnat the Govermment of valestine sre makiay the 
LECessary arraiugements to hand these properties back 
to their owners as soog »s tney become available as 
our people wove out. .€ snouid, hovever, like you to 
confirm this urge..tly in view of tne fact that, 
according to Lloyd's ietter under reference, 42 
religious aid educutioual iastitutions are :tili 
occupied by the military authorities in Palestine. 


‘€ tainuk this is an important Peisat, both on 
grounds of equity and iuterest. ce snoula really look 
very bai it, naving made use of tuese properties (or 
our own purposes for a aunber of WEES, *%e liade no 
attemst in withdrawing to give tie ovners an Opportunity 
to tase them over iud look after them themselves Vuring 
th. chaotic conditiov.s which «ill rrobebly exist. 
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\.D. Higham, eq, 
Colonial vifice, 


Moreover, if ve do uot hand the properties back end 
receive formal acknowledgment of their return we. 
Shall lay ourselves open to claims by th: ownera 
Whichit wuld be difficult to dispute. The French 
Sovernment have left us iu no doubt as to the 
importanuee they attach to their schools iu Palestiue. 
4 SuOuld be grateful if, ix Spite o. the straio under 
which the Administration are working, you could 
ensure that either they or tie Army take the 
necessary steps tor tne formal return of these 
properties as soon as they are vacated. 


Tam seudiin 8 copy of thi. letter to 
“carteris at the war uffice,. 


Cre ve beith) 
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The material provided by the Colonial Office on 
E 7/7 and in this paper does not provide us with a very 
helpful reply to the Apostolic Delegate: certainly 
not helpful enough to justify the very long time His 
Grace has had to wait. In view of this long delay, anda 
of the new situation arising from our withdrawal, I 
think it would be best not to revert to the matter with 
the Apostolic Delegate. I understand from the Colonial 
Office that the Government of Palestine are working 
hard 45 hand back 811 occupied properties in the proper 
form (we may expect a reply to my letter on E 777 as 
soon as a report iS received from the Government of 
Palestine), and no doubt the Apostolic Delegate has 
heard from the ecclesiastical authorities on the spot 


of what is being done. 
1,» QuxnS 


(J. G. 8. Beith) 
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23 February, 1946. 


My Reference 8395. 


Your Reference 
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Further to my letter to 3eeley or the 15th 
January about requisitioved religicus proverty in 
Palestine, I enclose a copy of Falestine Savin, ram 
*o,. 98. 
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This Savini:ram has come ir reply to the 
second apo.roach we made to the High Conmissiorer, 
whien I mentiones in raragraph 2 of my letter unier 
reference, Moticin. that tne building in scuestion 
Was beings used to house a Frotestant School, we asxed 
the “ign Commissiorer for his canierts so tat we 
Shouid bs able to deal witn tris soirt, ii it were 
raised by tne Anostolic Delepete. I vow tranrsn:it 
mis reply to you Tor your irPorlction. 


: 
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ProM the High Commissioner for Palestine. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Date.. 10th February 1948. 


Saving. 
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Your telegram no.2568. 


Requisitioning of Religious 


Propertiese 


If Apostolie Delegate comments on 
the use of Tantur Convent by a Protestant school, I sug 
gest that it might be best to refer him to the Apostolic. 
Delegate's letter dated the 19th March 1948, addressed 
to the District Commissioner, Jerusalem, which reads as 


follows : 


" I thank you for your letter 5/88/2635 
of the 15th March. As far as the property of Tantur 
is concerned I realise from personal experience the 
diffieulties of transferring and placing communities as 
a result of war-time necessity. I om therefore ready 
te agree in the terms of His Grace Archbishop Testa's 
telegram quoted in your letter to the temporary letting 
of Tantur school for the purpose mentioned in your 
letter (Transfer of Talitha Kumi Sehool) naturally with 
the reservation mentioned by Archbishop Testa regarding 


the Chapel.* 


Be For your information the reservation 
mentioned by Archbishop Testa in previous correspondence 
was that the Chapel in the Convent should not be used for 
Protestant Services. It has not been so used. 
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Restoration Of xeligi us souses in Falest ne, 
Registr B39°.6/777/- i ei | 
Number see ae Rfers to lin, Leith's letter ov Jan 22nd (#777/777, 
51) Ow encloses co ly 0: lisgh Co.missioner's 
de Gina saVvenerPau: ,» 1206 duted Mavch sth givin: a report 
Coloni:1l OrvPic oN Tis ViItveteonN 26 2G 2. 2 meso. t, also 
No. 765 95/:2i. ene.oseS 21st on th. nawes of the ho vince - hose 
to ate BeIth Diab sps he cuotec, 
Dated 25th liarch 
Z0Th a 
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jE “ 395 0 al Office, — 


h@, Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 


76395/48 50 MAR 1948 J aie 
, 2§¥ March, 1948. 


de. VOL. 


Would you please refer to your letter of the 
22nd January about requisitioned religious property 
in Palestine. . 


You expressed concern for the future of these 
properties, and asked what was being done to assure 
their transfer to their owners before the withdrawal 
of the Mandate from Palestine. We have now received 
&a report of the Situation, as it is at present, from 
the High Commissioner, and [I enclose a copy of his 
Suvingram No. 198, for your information. I also 
enclose a list of the names of the hirings whose 


numbers he quotes. 


You will see from this report that the authorities 
have this matter well in hand, and that they will do 
all in their power to settle Claims in all areas before 
the Army is withdrawn from there. It looks, however, 
as if it may not be possible to deal with all 
Outstanding points while establishments are still in 
areas under British control, but much as we regret this 
we do’not see that we can urge the High Commissioner 
to further efforts. 


Yours sincerely, 


(J.D. HIGHAM)}——. 


BEITH, ESQ. 
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From the High Commissioner for Palestine. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Sth sereh 1948. 


Your telegrs: 10.448. 


Kequisition of *roperty belonging to Foreign 
Scelesiestiesl] end Educational sfodies, 


Ar:y ilivings entieipste thet slucet all 
bullcings, exeept in Heife and pert ef Gelilee will have beens 
returned to their owners by May 15th and itn most esses @ilepide- 
tions will have been egreedé. The followin, koclesiesticsl 
hirings heve already been relesaed or release hae been suthoriseds 


Galilee ares - iiiring Ba fcr 
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Jerusalem - ‘tiring Noe641/1/32 
242 


218 
251 
924 
904 


Re A@ regards pesitien efter Mey 15th in srese 
from which Aray hes been withérewn it ie eaticipsted thet all 
buildings will have been hsended beck except for those in Haife 
enclave and eome perhape in Galilee. 


Se kvery effort will be mace to settle ell 
cleine for Dilepidatione etc, but it should be realised that 
Guneral Officer CGmmaending wiil not be in a poeition to exercise 
physieesl control im ereae fron Which Amiy hse been withdrewn,. 

In such casea eny Cutetending cleime will p resu@ably have to ve 
seitled by normal %eDe Ulaimns C Oamaie ei ce preceduree 
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Names of Hirings listed in Palestine 


es Savingram 198. | 


(1) Nazareth Austrian Hospice 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) Nazareth Casa-Nova (International), 
(5) "4 ' | 

- laundry 
(6) Nazareth Terra Santa Monastery (International ) 
(7) Nazareth Salesian Monastery (French) 
(8) Ratisbone School (French) 
(9) Austrian Hospice 
(10) Ex Fast Hotel (Greek) 
(11) Zion Convent (Greek) 
(12) YeMeCeA~ Hostel, Old City (Greek) 


(13) Carmelite Convent (International) 
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Registry 
No. §3958/777/31 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 


13 April, 


HeeEC. My dear Leask, 
r,Leask, 
Will you please refer to my letter 

E777/777/31 of January 22nd to Higham of 
the Colonial Office about the return of 
property requisitioned in Palestine and to 
Higham's reply No. 76395/48 of March 25th. 
My letter was copied to Charteris and I 


have asked Higham to do the same with a= ° 


Claims DepArtment 


The question of the claims which may 
after Action. 


be brought against us after our withdrawal 
from Palestine in respect of this property 


a 
to our Claims Jepartment. 


Wiil probably 
Before taking over the Subject, they have 
asked us to confirm with the War Office that 
the last two lines of para. (3) of Jerusalem 
Saving telegram No. 198 of March 9th (which 


formed the enclosure to Higham's letter of 


March 25th to me) revresent a correct state- 


ment of the position. 


Would you kindly confirm this with the 
/competent 


, \ 
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know the result as soon 
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My dear Leask, 


“111 you please refer to my letter E 777/777/31 of 
22nd Jamaary to Hipham of the Colonial Office : bout the 
retur: of property requisitioned in !alestine and to 
Higham*s reply No. 763595/l8 of 25th March. My letter was 
copied to Charteris and I have asked Hisham to do the 
Same with .is. | | 


~9Duaua fay 


The question of the claims «hich may be b: oucht 
ageinst us cfter our withdriwal from Palestine in respect 
of this property will probebly fall for sction to our 
Claims Depsrtment. Before taking over the subject, they 
have asked us to confirm with the War Office that the last 
two lines of psragraph (35) of Jerusalem Snving telegram 
No.198 of 9th Morch (-hich formed the enclosure to 
Higham's letter of 25th M-rch to me) represent a correct 
stctement of the position. 


Would vou Kindly confirm this with the competent 
Department of your office and let me know the result 


s00n as possible. 


‘301450 040934 
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(J.G.S. Beith) 
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1948 PALESTINE’ iG MAY 1968 


restoration of religious houses in Palestine 
. how - 2 2 De got = 
Registry \ H5780/777/31 Refers to ““oreicn O.'fice letcer or 10th april 
Number J (B5858/777/31 ) ° 
oR. ERoMe ad. Leask( Wake var O-fice Claims Divectorate confirms that after 
"ICH ) to Mir Beith Sue vithdraval ov treir staff frou ralestine, any 
oo OUtS tanding inatiers Por duici they uave been respon~ 
No. 3.f2,,32/1i04( nel. 2 Sible , sh clu pe YAS Gd 6O vue Director oF nirings 


and JASpOsals Tesiedey ttetielel’s For Hhoridal wee Claims 
Dated Codi sion procedure, 
4.5.48, 


Received oe 
in Registry 000248, 


Last P aper (Minutes.) 
70% 


References , equ see E 34 ° he, 


FR May (3 


(Print) 


(How disposed of) 


Next Paper 


391330 04909348 9178Ng 


~:aduasafay 


NOONOT ‘391440 040934 


JIVEAd FHL 40 NOISSIWY3d LNO 


“HLIM AVWOIHdVeDOLOHd 039ND0N dz 
38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAGOD 


Major H.L.E.C. Leask, DSO., KBE. 
THE WAR OFFICE, —___, 
WHITEHALL, S.W.1. 
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Plesse refer to your letter B3°58/777/31 of s 
fa 15th April 1948, . 
~@ have approached the Var Cffice Clains 
Directorate, who confirm thet after the withdraval of 
their staff from PALESTINE, sny outstanding matters for 


Which they hed been responsible in Palestine, should be 


passed to tne Director of Hirings ond Disposals Gelletles 
lefeL.F. for normal .D Claims Commis zion procedure . 
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